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The Effects of Perceived Parents' Marital Relationship on
Conflict Management Strategy in Courtship among College Students:
The Mediating Effect of Emotional Intelligence

Hanee Jo Youn-Shil Choi
Sangmyung  University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of parents’ marital relationships on conflict management
strategy of college students focusing on the mediation effect of emotional intelligence. For this purpose, the data
were collected from 440 students who are attending 9 universities located in Seoul and Gyeon-gi province. Data
were analyzed using Pearson correlation and hierarchical multiple regression. The results of this study were as
follows. First, there was a significant relationship between parents 'marital relationship and conflict management
strategy. Second, there was a mediation effect of emotional intelligence and its sub-factors in the relationship
between parents' marital relationship and conflict management strategy. In other words, according to the quality
of parents' marital relations perceived by college students, conflict management strategy of heterosexual relationship
was changed, and as emotional intelligence was higher, more positive conflict management strategies were used.
These results suggest that it is necessary to develop an approach or strategy that can enhance and utilize the
emotional intelligence of the children including improving parents’ marital relationship quality in the educational

or counseling practice.

Key words : college students, parents' marital relationship, heterosexual relationship, conflict management strategy, emotiona
intelligence
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